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Korea Revisit Hosted by the Republic of Korea 
By Colonel (R) Matt Segal and Meg Segal 

 
Meg and I returned from a July 2016 9 day trip to South Korea hosted by the South Korean government.  
The South Korean government does this about 4 times a year (during the warmer months) of the year.  
The trip is paid for by the Korean government and the only cost for those participating follow: 
 

• The veteran (more information of that definition below) pays 50% of his or her base airfare 
• A traveling companion pays 70% of his or her base airfare. 
• There is an administrative fee of $450 per traveler 
• Any gifts the traveler purchases during the trip as with any other trip! 
• Gratuities for tour guides (other gratuities are paid for by the Korean government. 

 
1. Veterans include those who served in Korea from the start of the Korean War until today or 

their decedents if they have passed away (children or grandchildren for example). 
2. A traveling companion is defined as a spouse or other person the traveler designates and is 

limited to one person.  
3. The trip is administered for the Korean government by a company called Military Historical 

Tours based in Northern, VA and you can “Google” them and go to their website for additional 
information.  In the search box on their site just put the word “Korea” and it will contain all the 
information you need to book the revisit and there are several programs but you want the 
“Korea War Veterans Association Korea Revisit Program”.  In addition you will see a “Peace 
Camp for Youth Grandchildren Return Program” you might want to check out.  Our trip had 121 
people and given the fact that people come from 21 countries (the UN Command), groups fill up 
quickly. 

4. The Korean government asked everyone on our tour to let them know about it as they want to 
continue doing this as a way of saying thank you to those who are eligible. 

5. There are relatively inexpensive add on days after the trip to visit China or Vietnam if you have 
an interest. 

6. In addition, there is a 3 day pre tour in Korea that is available at cost to you (not the Korean 
government) that is well worth the cost should you elect to do so. 

7. You (and your companion) pay for the airfare and several months after the trip you will be 
subsequently reimbursed by the Korean government (through Military Historical Tours).  Our 
base airfare from Raleigh was about $1,850 traveling from Raleigh on Delta.  We went from 
Raleigh to Detroit and then nonstop to Inchon (about 13 hours).  Now onto the Revisit trip itself. 

 
You will never go on a more memorable trip.  Our hosts were sincerely thankful for all the sacrifices the 
countries involved in the Korean War have made keeping their country free during and after the Korean 
War.  Remember south and North Korea has an armistice.  The war has never formally ended and South 
Korea has a reminder of it every time they look north of their border! 
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We started at a great hotel in Seoul (The Grand Ambassador) and as soon as we walked in the staff 
started to applaud and it only got better from there.  Visits to many war sites, the DMZ, the National 
Museum and their “Arlington” were among the many places we toured.  Koreans had no shortage of 
smiles and we participated in ceremonies on 27 July at the National Cemetery as that is the anniversary 
of the armistice, so it is like our July 4th!  And the Koreans made sure we knew the sacrifices we made 
and continue to make were very appreciated! 
 
At the banquet the last night imagine Korean Children singing “You are My Sunshine” and providing each 
of the veterans with a rose and a kiss after the song!  There was not a dry eye in the house. 
 
Both Meg and I were hard pressed in any time in being treated as well as we were on any trip.  If you can 
make this trip or know someone who is eligible do it!  Koreans have defined what love is! 
 


